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FLORIDA HAS LONG BEEN A MUSE for great poets. Maybe
it’s because we are “the state with the prettiest name,” as poet Elizabeth
Bishop wrote. Or maybe it’s our rich history, or our exotic landscape, or
the state’s colorful fusion of cultures that inspire poets to capture our
state in meter and verse.
The first poem written about the new world was penned by a
Frenchmen in 1566 after an ill-fated trip to La Florida. (See our new
poetry column in this issue by Maurice O’Sullivan.) Since then, the
state’s abundance of award-winning and nationally recognized poets
has earned Florida a place of honor on the nation’s literary map.
During this year’s session of the Florida Legislature, the Florida
Humanities Council spearheaded a successful effort to pass a bill
that formalizes a selection process and four-year term for a state poet
laureate appointed by the Governor. The state has not had a poet
laureate since the 2012 death of Edward Skelling, who was appointed
by Gov. Bob Graham in 1980. We especially appreciate the support
of Rep. Dan Raulerson of Plant City and Sen. Dorothy Hukill of Port
Orange, who co-sponsored the new poet laureate bill.
Once selected, the poet laureate will serve as a cultural
ambassador, promoting Florida at official functions and poetry
gatherings throughout the state. The Florida Humanities Council sees
this as a great opportunity to think about our state through the eyes
of our state’s great poets and to encourage both children and adults to
write their own poetry.
St. Petersburg poet laureate Peter Meinke describes poetry as our
“emotional history,” and one need only read Walt Whitman’s Leaves
of Grass or Allen Ginsberg’s “Howl” to understand how poetry can
capture the spirit of an era and expand our understanding of the human
condition, past and present.
I feel confident that our new poet laureate will provide us with
poems that will help us to look and listen to Florida in new ways.
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From poetry to plays, Janet Burroway writes in all genres.

By Ned Stuckey-French
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Listen for the Voices
By Barbara O’Reilley

S YOU LEAF THROUGH the next pages,
imagine you’re strolling through a bazaar
hearing snatches of conversations in
different voices and languages. You’ll
experience something similar in this
issue—except the voices are those of
two-dozen Florida writers who have
created literary gems in many genres. Enjoy meeting—and
listening to—this year’s Florida Book Award winners.
To tune into these distinctive voices, you need go no further
than our first section—on poetry. We’re featuring poetry
because we are elated that this year, after two previous
attempts, the Florida Humanities Council was successful
in leading efforts to get a Florida Poet Laureate program
established. (See more about this in the column by Janine
Farver, our executive director, on the inside front cover of
this issue.)
As part of our celebration, we are launching a new Florida
poetry column written by the eminently qualified Maurice J.
O’Sullivan—an award-winning literature professor at Rollins
College. O’Sullivan brings much more than his ivory-tower
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credentials to this job. He is also co-owner of an Irish pub and a
former teamster and prison guard. Who better to guide us in reading
these nuggets of life?
O’Sullivan translates the first poem ever written about what is now
the United States, penned by a French artisan who witnessed the
“catastrophic” 1564 attempt by Huguenots to establish a colony
on the St. Johns River in present-day Jacksonville. In his discussion
of our multicultural, multilingual literary heritage, O’Sullivan also
brings in an English drinking ballad about “Floryda” and a 16thcentury Spanish epic poem that was instrumental in establishing the
myth of a Fountain of Youth.
Craig Blais, this year’s FBA gold medal winner in poetry, offers
another international perspective in his haunting work, “When I
Opened the Anthology of Poets Oppressed.” In it, he imagines the
poets who were “forced to suffer in distant prisons, to take foreign
names, to translate agony into alien tongues”:
…poets who didn’t die but disappeared into the North,
whose last words were found stitched into the lining of a coat three 		
months after falling from a death march,
whose last words were recovered from mass graves and dried in the sun…

An entirely different voice emerges in poet David Kirby’s
whimsical “Ode to My Hands.” It describes his thoughts after
he provided a quote at the request of a university publication
running an article about his wife Barbara Hamby, also a noted
poet and professor at Florida State University. Kirby provided
a quote saying that he married Barbara “because I couldn’t keep
my hands off her.” The publication editor rejected this quote,
Kirby writes:
I ask why, she says it’s the hands, and when somebody
says that to you, you can’t help looking at your hands
and saying, Boys, it’s not your fault…
Yet another voice is heard in “The Empty Trail,” by poet Terry
Ann Thaxton, who writes in evocative metaphors:
The empty trail is an opened scarf
that carries me into the oak shadows
until the day is lost, and I am lingering
in a bed of straw and leaves.

After taking in the poetry, be sure to read the wideranging work of the other award-winning Florida
writers who delve into everything from history to
mystery. And don’t miss the profile of a “writer’s writer”:
Janet Burroway, winner of the 2014 Florida Lifetime
Achievement Award for Writing, sponsored by the
Florida Humanities Council. Burroway—a poet, novelist,
playwright, memoirist, and essayist—seems to have
written in every possible genre. But she is also greatly
respected and admired for her decades of insight and
generosity as a teacher and mentor of writers.
Speaking of creative Florida voices, we discovered several
during our first annual Florida Micro-Fiction Contest,
conducted last spring via our website. Meet Katina
Billias, the winner chosen from nearly 400 entries, and
read her winning 250-word story in this issue. And, as an
added treat, we asked Tim Dorsey, popular novelist in
the “bizarre Florida” genre, to write a micro-fiction story
using the same opening line. Read on—and listen!
BARBARA O’REILLEY is editor of FORUM.

11th Annual Eckerd College Writers’ Conference:
Writers in Paradise – January 17-25, 2015
S PEC i Al G u ESt S PEAkEr S:

Jess Walter (Beautiful Ruins)
Jacquelyn Mitchard (The Deep End of the Ocean)
Peter Meinke (The Contracted World)
Wo r kS h oP FACu lty:

Andre Dubus iii (House of Sand and Fog) Ann hood (The Obituary Writer)
laura lippman (After I’m Gone) Attica locke (The Cutting Season)
les Standiford (Bringing Adam Home) Sterling Watson (Fighting in the Shade)
David yoo (The Choke Artist) And more…
Wo r kS h o PS i n Fiction (novel & Short Story), nonfiction, and young Adult Writing
lectures on Craft readings roundtables Panel Discussions
Scholarships Available / Limited Housing Available
Application Deadline: December 1, 2014

St. Petersburg, Florida www.writersinparadise.com 727.864.7994 or cayacr@eckerd.edu
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REFLECTIONS on FLORIDA POETRY

By Maurice J. O’Sullivan
N 1566 NICOLAS LE CHALLEUX, an aging French artisan, published
his eyewitness account of the catastrophic Huguenot attempt to establish a
colony along the St. Johns River in what is now Jacksonville. Perhaps as an
afterthought he added a brief, eight-line poem that he had apparently written
as soon as he returned home to Dieppe. That bleak octet of frustration by
a starving survivor of one of the most ill-fated expeditions to the New World, a
carpenter whose only souvenir is a single stick of wood, is the first poem about what
is now the United States by someone who had actually been here.
Qui veut aller à la Floride,
Qu’il y aille i’y ay esté:
Et revenu sec & aride,
Et abbatu de poureté.
Pour tous bien i’en ay rapport
Un beau baston blanc en ma main.
Mais je suis sain, non degouté:
Ca à manger: je meurs de faim.

Whoever wishes to go to Florida,
let him go where I have been,
and return dry and arid,
and worn out by rot.
For the only good I have brought back
a single silvery stick in my hand.
But I am safe, not defeated:
It’s time to eat; I die of hunger.

It may seem surprising that
Florida’s first poem was written
in French—as was our first
novel, Atala (1801), by
François-René, the vicomte
de Chateaubriand—but
our state has always been
both multilingual and
multicultural. When Rachel
Jackson visited Pensacola
to witness her husband
Andrew take possession
of Florida for the United
States in 1821, she expressed
her surprise about the
residents in a letter to her
friend Eliza Kingsley: “The
inhabitants all speak Spanish
and French. Some speak four
or five languages. Such a mixed
multitude, you, nor any of us,
ever had an idea of.” During
the 20th century Nobel Laureates
in Literature have written about
Florida in Yiddish (Isaac Bashevis
Singer), Italian (Dario Fo), Spanish
( Juan Ramón Jiménez), and English
(Ernest Hemingway); and today
education professionals claim that
students speak 301 languages in
the state’s schools.
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That extraordinarily complex
heritage has provided Florida with
the oldest, most diverse, and,
arguably, richest literary tradition
in the United States, a tradition
that would be even richer if we
had some authentic record of
our earliest natives’ poems and
songs, stories, and legends.
Unfortunately, all that
remains of those cultures’
literary traditions are bits
and pieces embedded in
European accounts.
Despite our exceptional
diversity, from the very
first European contacts
the peninsula’s primary
literary and cultural DNA
has been formed by a
double helix, with Spanish
and English strands
embracing one another in
an intricate spiral. Over
time, the strands have not
only become more tightly
interlaced, but each strand’s
membrane has become
increasingly permeable.
Even before England
became a serious player in

C O U N C I L

the European game of colonial thrones,
its poets cast wistful glances at both the
New World and La Florida. An English
drinking ballad published around 1563,
the year before Shakespeare’s birth and two
years before the settling of St. Augustine,
captures both the longing and frustration
of a people forced to be observers of their
generation’s greatest adventure:
As I walked towards St Pauls
I met a friend of myne
Who took me by the hand and sayde
“Com drynk a pynt of wyne,
Wher you shal here
Such news, I fere,
As you abrode will compel,
With hy!
Have you not hard of Floryda
A countree far by west?
Where savage pepell planted are
By nature and be hest,
Who in the mold find glysterynge gold
And yt for tryfels sell,
With hy!
Ye, all along the water syde
Wher yt doth eb and flowe
Are turkeyse found and wher also
Do perles in oysteres grow;
And on the land do cedars stand
Whose bewty do excel.
With hy! Wunnot a wallet do well?”
Such pining for a land of
gold and pearls, turkeys and
cedars suggests an acute sense that
England had lost two remarkable
opportunities to make its imprint on
the New World. First, the cautiously
pragmatic Henry VII turned down
Bartholomew Columbus’s request
for funds to support his brother’s
visionary quest to find a new route
to the Indies. Then both he and
his son, Henry VIII, failed to take
advantage of the discoveries of John
and Sebastian Cabot on voyages
the Tudors themselves had funded.

At a time when writers often saw poetry as a way to elevate history,
many of our earliest poems reflect Spain’s attempt to create a new narrative...
came to the New World in 1545 as a cavalry
soldier. Rejecting promotions, he left the military
to become a simple parish priest in the Colombian
Andes town of Tunja, which Simón Bolívar
would use centuries later as his revolutionary
headquarters.
In this massive work, part of which was first
published in 1588, even the section on Florida is
far too long to discuss here. But a brief sample can
suggest Castellanos’s vision and achievement. To
the former cavalry man now ministering to natives,
Ponce de León is a heroic figure, the Fountain of
Youth an appealing fantasy, and the Calusa who
would eventually kill Ponce, worthy adversaries.
Juan de Castellanos
His description of the natives’ stories about
the fountain, stories that inspired the restless Ponce and which the poet
would later dismiss as childish (niñerias), helps explain not only the European
fascination with Florida but the essential appeal of a New World to those
dreaming of escape from the limits of the old one. While he may recognize all
of this as naïve, Castellanos’s account would ironically prove instrumental in
establishing one of our state’s enduring myths.

wikimedia

Now the English could only toast a
vision of what might have been. Over
a pint of wine, both the challenges
of overcoming savage people and the
ease of gathering oysters rich with
treasure become simultaneously more
appealing and more unlikely.
That ballad may well have
been inspired by a French navigator
connected to le Challeux and by one
of Elizabeth I’s more quixotic ideas.
Apparently dazzled by the rapturous
accounts of Jean Ribaut,
wikimedia
the charismatic leader
of the Huguenots’ first
voyage to La Florida in
1562, Elizabeth agreed
to provide a ship to
support the ambitious
plan of soldier-offortune Thomas Stukley
to sail back to Florida
with Ribaut and
establish a Protestant
colony. The plan created
enormous excitement in
London up until Ribaut,
Elizabeth I
apparently realizing that
Stukley was simply a con man, tried to
escape back to France and wound up
as a prisoner in the Tower of London.
Stukley sailed off alone but quickly
decided to use his fleet, including
the ship Elizabeth had provided, for
piracy rather than colonizing.
For the first part of our postcontact history, Spanish was the
European language of choice. At a
time when writers often saw poetry
as a way to elevate history, many of
our earliest poems reflect Spain’s
attempt to create a new narrative,
one that envisioned the conquest of
the Americas as part of the creation
of a modern, enlightened Christian
empire that would surpass Rome’s in
its breadth, wealth, and mission.
One of the most notable of
those poems is Juan de Castellanos’s
epic celebration of the illustrious
leaders of Spain’s conquest of the
Indies, Elegías de varones ilustres de
indias, the longest poem in Spanish
literature. Castellanos (c1522–c1607)

Bibiendo de sus aguas pocas veces,
Lavando las cansadas proporciones,
Perdian fealdades de vejeces
Sanaban las enfermas complexiones;
Los rostros adoban y las teces,
Puesto que no mudaban las faciones.
Y por no desear de ser doncellas
Del agua lo salian todas ellas.

After drinking its water several times,
[and] washing their tired bodies,
they lost the hideousness of aging,
rejuvenated their sickly complexions,
renewed their faces
without changing their features.
And not wishing to become maidens again,
they rose out of the water just as they had 		
been before.
Decian admirables influencias
[These stories] told of a wonderful world
De sus floridos compos y forestas
with its flowery fields and forests.
No se vian aun las apariencias
There was no sign
De los cosas que suelen ser molestas, of those things which often annoy us.
Ni sabian que sou litispendencias,
They knew nothing of lawsuits,
Sino gozos, plazeres, grandes fiestas, only joys, pleasures, and great feasts,
al fin nos la pintaban de manera
all just as it has been portrayed for us
Que cobravan alli la edad primera.
of life in Eden [or the first age].

Florida historians like Michael Gannon are fond of saying that by the time the
Virginia Company founded Jamestown in 1607, St. Augustine was ready for urban
renewal. In much the same spirit, we should recognize that when England finally
established its first permanent North American settlement, Florida already had a
flourishing multilingual literary heritage, the beginning of a remarkably rich and
diverse tradition. And that tradition continues today among writers young and old
who, like their French, British, and Spanish predecessors, continue to shape and
reshape the lenses through which the world views the Sunshine State.
MAURICE J. O’SULLIVAN, an award-winning teacher, writer, and filmmaker,
is professor of English and Kenneth Curry Chair of Literature at Rollins College in
Winter Park.

To watch a video of Maurice J. O’Sullivan discussing the heritage of early Florida literature, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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POEM FROM:

ABOUT CROWS
By Craig Blais

WHEN I OPENED THE ANTHOLOGY OF POETS OPPRESSED
When I read the narratives and lyrics—the odes, meditations, epistolaries, postcards,
prayers, pastorals, elegies, testimonios, ballads, and fragments,
when I considered sound, form, rhythm, syntax, symbolism, structure, metaphor,
diction, tone, style, image, and line,
how soon I grew underwhelmed by the poems themselves and found myself turning to
the perfect silence of the biographies
about poets forced to suffer in distant prisons, to take foreign names, to translate agony
into alien tongues,
about poets with parentheses beside their names: (1912-?),
about poets who didn’t die but disappeared into the North,
whose last words were found stitched into the lining of a coat three months after falling
from a death march,
whose last words were recovered from mass graves and dried in the sun,
whose last words were pressed with fingernails into a bar of soap,
how soon I found myself replacing their words,
so that “Golden tones of sunset” became “kidnapped and presumed dead,”
so that “Raindrops on a mulberry leaf” became “solitary confinement for three years,”
so that “The time for you to come is the time when I am waiting” became “possible victim
of medical experimentation,”
O chiming city!
O atrocity!
O gulag moon glow waterboarding winter orchid O harbor boat torturer O O secret police!
how soon I wanted to close the book and wander off alone—without wallet, pen, paper,
keys, or cellphone—into the dark swamps around my house,
until I was knee-deep in the rushes and lost completely,
until I could only think of myself desperate for safety,
until I could look up and see: no stars.
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Craig Blais
Gold Medal, Poetry

Craig Blais’s debut collection
covers a library full of subjects:
sex, art, family, race, love, religion,
and much more. An interpretation
of various traumas, Blais’s work
was called “an enchantment” and
“hauntingly pleasurable” by judges.
The Springfield, Mass., native
had a confrontation with his
principal when
he dropped out
of high school.
“What,” the
principal asked,
“do you want
to be?” Blais
answered that
he wanted to
Blais
be a writer. His
principal responded: “Do you think
this is the best way to go about it?”
Perhaps it was. Now an
internationally published poet,
Blais, who lives in Tallahassee,
recently earned his Ph.D. from
Florida State University.
His poems have appeared in
such literary journals as Antioch
Review, Barrow Street, Best New
Poets, Hayden’s Ferry Review, New
Orleans Review, New Welsh Review,
and Spoon River Poetry Review. He
is a winner of the prestigious Felix
Pollak Prize in Poetry.
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THE BISCUIT JOINT
By David Kirby

ODE TO MY HANDS
How about a quote, says our university’s media rep,
who’s writing a piece on Barbara, so I say I married
Barbara because I couldn’t keep my hands off her,
and the media rep says, Great! and then calls back
an hour later to say, Sorry, the boss says no, and when
I ask why, she says it’s the hands, and when somebody
says that to you, you can’t help looking at your hands
and saying, Boys, it’s not your fault. Think of everything
you have done: you have changed my sons’
diapers, and, as he lay dying, my father’s as well.
You have made countless small meals for those sons
and their friends as well as an equal number of pedestrian
and occasionally fine ones for the wife who was the nominal
topic of this poem until you displaced
her and, when that wife has been out of town, for male friends for whom
I’ve fried, baked, and barbecued and with whom I’ve drunk
all day on my deck, during which time you turned
ribs on the grill as well as sausage links and chicken
and lifted tots of whiskey and bottles
of beer to your confederates in bodily pleasure, my lips, and put on
music and mopped up messes and showed those friends
to their cars and, when they have been too drunk, to bed.
You have lit both firecrackers and fine cigars. You
have tortured successively the clarinet,
the trumpet, the piano, and now the guitar, the right hand plucking
one string as the left presses the string either above
or below and then goes lower or higher as the right does
the opposite and another false note is struck, though a new one this time.
You have sawed wood, hammered
nails, changed fiats, and felt fire running through you that time I changed
the electrical outlet in the kitchen and forgot to cut
the power. You bear scars: a nick on the left index finger
from a dropped pop bottle, a monkey bite on the right
thumb, and, next to it, an L-shaped reminder
of a chemistry experiment gone wrong. You have fired rifles, shotguns,
continued
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ODE TO MY HANDS continued

and both types of pistol. You have played sports, even
though you dropped more balls than you caught,
and buried the bodies of pets beloved and despised. To my shame,
though not yours, at parties you have
caressed the bottoms of friends’ wives who, to their credit, turned
in surprise and, on seeing it was me, smiled indulgently
and went back to their conversations instead
of telling their husbands, who would have beaten
me with their own hands. Barbara herself has
spoken of you and, indeed, to you, praising you in terms beyond
your merit. For you are not lovely: you are too small
for someone my size, and your fingers are more like
sausages than the long and tapered fingers of pianists
and cardiothoracic surgeons. When
the media rep calls to ask if it’s okay to say “couldn’t live without
Barbara” instead of “couldn’t keep my hands off her,”
I can’t help saying, Yeah, but that’s the kind
of thing that sounds best if you say it with a fakey European
accent, and then I look at
you guys again. I haven’t even gotten to the things to which you give
most of your time: brushing, flossing, turning pages,
and scratching your best friends, my other body parts.
When I finish writing about you, you’ll lie quietly
in your favorite resting place, my lap,
and when I close you, you’ll open again, as though ready to speak.
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David Kirby
Silver Medal, Poetry

First, the title: A “biscuit joint” generally
refers to an undetectable fit between pieces of
wood. David Kirby’s latest collection symbolizes
another kind of invisible fit: a hidden connection
in the poet’s mind linking
the mundane with the
remarkable.
Calling Kirby a major
voice in American poetry,
book-award judges said
he “makes you wish you
yourself could remember
and/or invent such
Kirby
marvelous things to say.”
Kirby has won four medals since the Florida
Book Awards program began in 2006—two gold
and two silver.
“I know I speak for the other winners when
I say that these awards aren’t telling us to rest on
our laurels,” Kirby said upon accepting this year’s
award. “They’re telling us to get out there and
write something new, something that will hit
readers like a bolt of lightning.”
He is the Robert O. Lawton Distinguished
Professor of English at Florida State University
and is a recipient of fellowships from the
National Endowment for the Arts and the
Guggenheim Foundation, among other honors.
Kirby lives in Tallahassee with his wife
Barbara Hamby, who is also a poet.
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THE TERRIBLE WIFE
By Terry Ann Thaxton

THE EMPTY TRAIL
The empty trail is an opened scarf
that carries me into the oak shadows
until the day is lost, and I am lingering
in a bed of straw and leaves.

Terry Ann Thaxton

At home, my housedress became a floating umbrella,
a memory from the heavy cart of night,
but here summer brushes my face.
I’d trade all of my wedding rings
for weeds and dirt and swamp.
I do not call on anyone’s worn hands to hold me up.
I have no one to follow into the air.
Here, light opens upon vines.
Hunger is one swoop, an osprey pounding water,
and I keep walking down the long thread of the river
toward the grass of forgiveness

CC: ShareAlike 3.0 Unported
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Bronze Medal, Poetry

Terry Ann Thaxton’s poetry
collection is “as toughly accepting as her
own small-town protagonist girls, who
are unforgettably beaten, duped, and
finally opened into a womanhood that
makes them too smart, too sad, and too
dangerous for any one man or lifetime,”
wrote Terri Witek, a previous Florida
Book Award poetry medalist.
Besides poems and essays, Thaxton,
a professor at the University of Central
Florida, has written
a book titled,
Creative Writing
in the Community.
It features writing
both as an art and a
community service
through teaching.
Thaxton, a
Thaxton
fourth-generation
Floridian, is one of six siblings raised
among acres of native Florida habitat
just south of Sarasota. When she was
six years old, her father bought 2,000
chickens for her and her brothers and
sister to care for—to keep them out of
trouble. The chickens lasted two years.
Thaxton lives in Winter Springs.
She enjoys walking in the woods with
her dog, watching marsh birds with her
writer husband, or examining moon
snails with her son on the beach.
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DECEIVED
By Randy Wayne White

M

ost fishing guides would consider it lucky to escape without injury or a lawsuit
when, out of nowhere, a hundred-pound fish jumps into her boat and knocks two
clients overboard.

When it happened on that clear, bright morning in April, the idea that a close call can also
be a warning never entered my mind until later that afternoon. It was because of something
a friend told me, a strange friend named Tomlinson whom some dismiss as a pot-smoking
beach bum—which he is—but I like and trust the man anyway.

Randy Wayne White
Gold Medal, General Fiction

“I’d either move to Montana for a week or fire your clients,” he counseled after giving my
story some thought. “Could be a bad omen, Hannah—not the first time God sent a giant fish
as His messenger.”
Which was something I didn’t take seriously because my boat was safely back at the dock
and I had joined him in a hospital waiting room, hushed voices and the echoing footsteps of
fear all around. Why worry about bad events in my future when there were people nearby
with real problems? Some fighting for their lives, some recovering from near death—including
a man I secretly hoped to date when he was well. Selfish thoughts didn’t seem right in such
a setting. Besides, the tarpon had appeared so unexpectedly, the blurry details weren’t solid
enough to carry the weight of a warning, let alone God’s personal message to me.
“Some of the crazy notions you get,” I replied, and expected a smile to signal he was joking.
He wasn’t. Tomlinson is tall and gaunt-faced, with long, scraggily hair that he fiddles with
when fretful or preoccupied. He was chewing a strand now.

CC: ShareAlike 3.0 Unported

“This morning, a tarpon lands in your boat while you were under way—what are the odds?”

The author of the famous Doc
Ford series has a new hero. In Deceived,
female sleuth Hannah Smith shows
up for the second time. (Her first
appearance was in Gone.) This time,
Smith takes on real estate scammers
using a private museum as a front—and
she delves into a 20-year-old unsolved
murder from Florida’s pot-hauling days.
White, a repeat Florida Book
Awards medalist,
has written nearly
30 novels, including
seven under the
pseudonym Randy
Striker in the early
1980s. He also is
the author of six
nonfiction books,
White
including the Gulf
Coast Cookbook.
The former fishing guide said
that after his marina closed, he began
writing in earnest because he “wasn’t
qualified to do anything” else. Now he
encourages others to write, and his web
site offers exercises for budding authors.
“Everyone over the age of 21 has
a book in them by virtue of having
survived adolescence. Many have the
calling, but most of us fall for our own
carefully constructed excuses. It is our
readers’ loss,” White says. He lives on
Pine Island.

To listen to an interview with Randy Wayne White, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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HEART OF PALM
By Laura Lee Smith

Laura Lee Smith
Silver Medal, General Fiction

M

ost people never understood why Arla went and married a Bravo. The
world genuflected before her. She was beautiful, then: skin like white
linen, blue-blooded and hot tempered, stood a full six feet tall in her pink
Capezio flats. She could have had so much more. Leon Fontaine, that sweet young
man, perfectly lovesick over her and set up so nice like he was in his father’s law
practice. He bought her a diamond ring; she thanked him and had it made into a
pendant. Donny Pellicier, who took her to the senior prom, got to second base, and
then went off to seminary at Our Lady of Perpetual Help up in Savannah. He wasn’t
there even a week when he nearly went crazy with longing for her. He embarked
on an aggressive and frantic spiritual reckoning, reevaluated the munificent bodily
benefits of lay service, then hitchhiked back home to be with Arla, who wouldn’t
have him.
When she told her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Bolton of St. Augustine’s Davis
Shores, that she intended to marry Dean Bravo, her mother put her hands to her
face, and her father went for the Scotch. This was 1964, the day before Arla’s 18th
birthday. Just off the lanai, the azaleas were in full bloom, a wash of magenta
against the somber green weave of the lawn.
“Oh, Arla,” Vera said. “Don’t do this to us.”
“Are you knocked up?” James said. Vera began to cry.
“I am not knocked up,” Arla said. “My Lord, you people.” She stood before them, all
lightness and promise and sass, with that soft red hair that made you forget what
you were going to say.
“But, Arla.” Vera said. “He’s a Bravo. He will ruin you.”
“Mon dieu. You’re so dramatic.” Arla had lately adopted an affectation of using
French colloquialisms, enjoying the way they slid off her tongue, the way they
suggested some vague seduction, some abstract sensuality that she’d learned was
a powerful currency. “Men don’t ruin women. Daddy didn’t ruin you, did he?” She
opened her eyes wide, stared at her mother, tilted her head a bit.
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Laura Lee
Smith’s first novel
draws review
descriptions like
“incandescent,”
“masterful,” and
“a knockout.” The
secret of the story’s
power? Secrets.
Smith
Using them in
tantalizing ways is a favorite technique of
the University of North Florida literature
graduate. Heart of Palm showcases
many—through schemes, infidelity, and
circumstances surrounding a family death,
to name a few. The story’s backdrop is a
down-at-the-heels town about to be swept
up in the tide of development—while its
oldest family’s mysteries emerge.
Observation and incisive note-taking
also are keys to her work, Smith says.
“Reading, watching, listening, absorbing,
hunting, gathering. Sometimes scraping
up just the scantest berries, sometimes
bringing down the entire mammoth. I love
this part of the job.”
Smith has enjoyed success in other
writing genres, too. Her short fiction was
selected for inclusion in New Stories from
the South: The Year’s Best, 2010. Her work
has also appeared in The Florida Review,
Natural Bridge, Bayou, and other journals.
She has taught creative writing at Flagler
College and works as an advertising
copywriter. She lives in St. Augustine.
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BENEATH HALLOWED GROUND
By Steven P. Locklin

Present Day
July 21

T

he rain hurled down in a blinding sheet, reminding Jason Sparks what a
weathered Conch fisherman had once told him—a tropical rain drenches a
body down to the soul. At the time, Sparks had thought that the man’s wisdom
had welled from a rum bottle, but now he began to understand.
Cursing his circumstances, he made his way along the poorly lit pathway from
the parking lot to the beach condominium, trying not to stumble into the intruding
palmetto bushes. The walk had lasted only a few minutes, but he already felt like he
had fallen into his hotel pool back in Fort Myers. The officer ahead of him paused for
a moment and pointed to the darkened mass that had to be the condo. The officer
said not a word and hurried back to the dry patrol car.
It must normally be a nice job for a
police officer, working on Sanibel
Island. Lying a couple miles off the
southwest coast of Florida, connected
by a causeway, the island was a
curious blend of expensive bungalows,
hotels, houses, and tourist shops, all
carefully blended into a landscape of
beaches and wildlife marshlands. This
exotic piece of the deep Caribbean
was just a short drive from the T-shirt/
bathing-suit culture of Fort Myers
Beach. It was a great place to visit and
do some shelling, sit in the sand, and
dream away an afternoon.
Not a place you’d expect to be viewing
a dead body during a thunderstorm.
Sparks circled the condo—this unit
was a separate building, more like a
little bungalow—toward the Gulf side and came upon three men working around
the body, covered in a tarp, in a patio area illuminated by temporary lights. The rain,
caught in the light, sparkled like ice.
“Someone here named Johnson?” Sparks had to half-shout his question over the roar
of the rain.
“That’d be me.” Johnson was a slight man, despite the rain gear he wore.
“Are you Sparks?”
Sparks nodded.
Johnson motioned to the tarp and the two men walked over. Sparks lifted the corner.

12

F O R U M

F L O R I D A

H U M A N I T I E S

C O U N C I L

Steven P. Locklin
Bronze Medal, General Fiction

Steven P. Locklin took 13 years
to write Beneath Hallowed Ground,
completing it on “the fifth or sixth
re-do,” he said. “A lot of that was just
procrastination. I’m the king of that,”
he said.
The story follows two men
separated by 150 years, but who chase
the same elusive goal: five tons of
Confederate gold draped in mystery
since the Civil War.
A passionate Civil War researcher,
Locklin has several
ancestors who
fought in that
conflict. But during
his youth, he liked
action novels,
reading every
Alistair MacLean,
Robert Ludlum,
and Clive Cussler Locklin
novel he could
get his hands on. He grew up in New
England, where his family history dates
back 10 generations.
A writer and editor for 28 years
with six newspapers in five states,
Locklin now works as a freelance editor.
He lives in Miami with his wife, two
sons, two dogs, and three cats.

Florida Book Award Winners
Learn more about these authors at the websites below
ADVERTISEMENT
GOLD

GOLD

Medal Winner

Tropic of
Hopes:
California,
Florida, and
the Selling
of American
Paradise,
1869-1929

Medal Winner

Enchantments:
Julian Dimock’s
Photographs
of Southwest
Florida

Deceived

by Randy
Wayne White

by
Jerald T. Milanich
and Nina J. Root

wherever
books are sold

by Henry Knight

website www.upf.com

GOLD

Medal Winner

website www.penguingroup.com
GOLD

website www.upf.com

SILVER

Medal Winner

SILVER

Medal Winner

Medal Winner

Zephaniah
Kingsley Jr. and
the Atlantic
World: Slave
Trader,
Plantation
Owner,
Emancipator

It’s a
Firefly
Night

Surrounded by
Thunder:
The Story of
Darrell Loan
and the
Rocketmen

by Dianne
Ochiltree

by Tom Williams

by Daniel L. Schafer

website www.inspireonpurpose.com

Available wherever books are sold.
For more information about this title and other
books by Dianne Ochiltree, go to
www.Ochiltreebooks.com

website

SILVER

SILVER

Medal Winner

The Fifth
Assassin

by
Laura Lee Smith

website www.BradMeltzer.com

SILVER

BRONZE

The Vision Seeker

The Maroons of
Prospect Bluff
and Their Quest
for Freedom
in the
Atlantic World

website www.MaryLoisSandersAuthor.net
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Medal Winner

Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition:
Everglades to Okefenokee
by Carlton Ward Jr.
Publisher: Compass Editions

by Brad Meltzer

Medal Winner

The Vision Seeker and other
books by Mary Lois Sanders
are available in Paperback or
Kindle eBook versions.
They may be purchased at
Amazon.com. Bookstores,
libraries, and teachers, please
contact the author for special
pricing on print copies

SILVER

Medal Winner

Heart of
Palm

website www.groveatlantic.com

website www.upf.com

Available through online
sellers and through the
Carlton Ward Gallery
where the Florida
Wildlife Corridor
exhibit is on display.

website www.carltonward.com
BRONZE

Medal Winner

by Nathaniel Millett

Medal Winner

Finding the Fountain of Youth:
Ponce de Leόn and
Florida’s Magical Waters
by Rick Kilby

website www.upf.com
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Jerald T. Milanich and Nina J. Root
Gold Medal, Visual Arts

From Enchantments: The Dimocks’s houseboat Irene sails a languid Gulf of Mexico in 1906.
Photo courtesy of Carlton Ward Jr.

Jerald T. Milanich, the acclaimed
wizard of Florida archaeology, and Nina
J. Root, director emerita of the American
Museum of Natural History’s research
library, have teamed
up to win their second
gold medal for a
collection of historic
photographs.
Enchantments
gathers images of
Southwest Florida
made from 1904 to
Milanich
1913. Julian Dimock
and his father,
A.W. Dimock, who
abandoned Wall
Street for the Florida
wilderness, captured
essential photos of
the Everglades, Big
Cypress, the Ten
Root
Thousand Islands,
and many less widely
recognized landscapes.
Milanich and Root won gold in
2011 with another Dimock collection,
that one documenting early 20th-century
Seminoles.
A retired University of Florida
professor, Milanich is also the curator
emeritus of archaeology at the Florida
Museum of Natural History in
Gainesville. Root is a self-described
confirmed New Yorker.

From the Florida Wildlife Corridor Expedition: An Ogeechee Tupelo spreads its branches
over a shallow sandbar in the Suwannee.

To watch a video of Jerald T. Milanich discussing the DImocks’s early-1900s photographs of the Seminole Indians, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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From Finding the Fountain of Youth: Modern mermaids in Silver Springs amid a rainbow of colorful fish.

Carlton Ward Jr.
Silver Medal, Visual Arts

The Florida Wildlife Corridor
Expedition chronicles an amazing 21stcentury adventure. Hiking, paddling,
biking, and riding horses, a team of
explorers traveled 1,000 miles in 100 days
up Florida’s backcountry spine.
Wildlife photographer Carlton
Ward Jr. led the trek from the Everglades
to the Okefenokee. He was joined by conservationist Mallory Lykes Dimmitt,
biologist Joe Guthrie, and filmmaker Elan Stoltzfus.
Ward captured entrancing photos of Florida’s wildlife—
including bears, birds, insects, cypress stands, woods, and
winding swamp streams. In journal fashion, he wrote of the
daily challenges, surprises, and pleasures as the expedition
traveled through swamps, across ranchland, and onto military
training ranges.
Ward’s photos and essays were featured in the Spring 2013
issue of FORUM, titled “Journey to the Heart of Florida,”
Ward
and won a first-place award in that year’s Florida Magazine
Association competition.
Ward, a Tampa resident, also won a Florida Book Award silver medal in 2009
with his book documenting Florida’s cowboys. He also has produced The Edge of
Africa, which is about life on the edge of the planet’s second-largest continent.

•
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Rick Kilby
Bronze Medal, Visual Arts

As a youngster, Rick Kilby
embraced the places many would
consider “tourist traps,” the unique
old-Florida roadside attractions that
many current-day Floridians never see.
“I wondered if other Floridians, jaded
by constant marketing to tourists, have
missed out on some of the coolest stuff
our state has to offer,” Kilby writes
in the introduction to Finding the
Fountain of Youth.
Kilby, a graphic
designer, has made it his
mission to experience
pre-Disney Floridiana,
and one result of his
travels is his book. It
defines the development
of the vintage St.
Kilby
Augustine attraction
through postcards,
advertisements, photos, and even a pair
of Jerry Lewis comic books.
Legends of rejuvenating springs
long have been a staple of Florida’s
promotional efforts—and several
springs around the state have been given
the “Fountain of Youth” label. But the
one in St. Augustine is the classic; it
claims a guest book with signatures
dating to 1868.
Kilby, who also has created the
“Old Florida” Facebook page, lives in
Orlando with his wife.

To see “Journey to the Heart of Florida,” featuring Carlton Ward’s photographs of our state’s wild backcountry, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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E XCE R P T F ROM :

SURROUNDED BY THUNDER
By Tom Williams

T

he party really didn’t get started until about 2:00 a.m., but when it did, there
would be no sleeping for any guests that happened to have a poolside room at
the Starlight Motel. The pool deck at the Starlight was the host sight for the
party, and when von Braun spoke to the Belgian manager Hemi Landwirth and made
it very clear that no expense was to be spared for America’s first celebration in the
race for space, the European hotelier understood his instructions perfectly.
Every possible type of food and beverage was to be made available for the 50-someodd technicians and engineers that were responsible for the Juno-I and Explorer-I
success. It was also made clear there would be no time limit for the extent of the
celebration.
Every 96 minutes the electronic signal from Explorer-I would reach the Goldstone
antennas, and with every successful orbit complete, a confirmation was relayed to a
telephone on the pool deck at the Starlight Motel.
It remains uncertain whether von Braun made the arrangements beforehand for
the party or simply called the hotel manager well after midnight and demanded a
celebration be prepared at once. Whatever the planning, the party for America’s first
entry into outer space was the beginning of an era for Cocoa Beach that would last
for decades.

Tom Williams
Gold Medal, General Nonfiction

Author Tom Williams first met Darrell Loan at
the Marco Island Moose Club, where Loan sipped a
martini and Williams sat poised with a legal pad. “I
remember thinking how hard this was going to be,”
Williams told a reporter, referring to the challenge of
telling Loan’s story.
Loan, an Iowa farm boy and high school
basketball star, was a tank commander in Korea who
graduated from the University of Iowa with a degree
in aeronautical engineering—and
went on to a top job at NASA.
There he teamed with German
scientists like Werner Von Braun and American engineers as the
United States battled Russia at the dawn of the space race.
Surrounded by Thunder tells Loan’s story as a behind-thescenes hero whose work helped propel America to the moon.
Williams, a columnist and feature writer for Scripps
newspapers in Southwest Florida, is a master mariner with
Williams
nearly 30 years as a Merchant Marine officer. He lives on Marco
Island with his wife Victoria and their three cats—Angel, Atticus, and Scout.

Dave Horner
Silver Medal, General Nonfiction

A maritime historian, Dave
Horner turned his sights toward an
enduring aviation mystery—and he
showed his own endurance in chasing
the answer.
“This particular book
[represents] at least 13 years of
research around the world,” said
Horner, who has written six other
books, including several about lost
treasure ships. He helped
find three galleons sunk
in the 16th century.
Amelia Earhart
and her navigator, Fred
Noonan, disappeared in
1937 while attempting to
circumnavigate the world
in a small plane. Their
disappearance sparked
Horner
decades of speculation.
We are not going to be spoilers,
but Horner believes he has answered
the question with evidence he
unearthed through interviews, careful
study of Japanese and American
military records, and consideration of
Pacific Islander folklore.

To watch “The Great Space Race,” a video about America’s competition with the Soviet Union, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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Bruce Gamble
Bronze Medal, General Nonfiction

Considered one of the leading authors
on World War II in the Pacific, Bruce Gamble
spent a decade researching the combatants
who both besieged and defended Japan’s most
strategic base.
Rabaul, which is in Papua, New Guinea,
has a fascinating history. A volcano has
destroyed it at least twice, most recently in
Gamble
1994. The Japanese captured it in 1942.
Target: Rabaul, which judges called “a
stunning achievement,” is the last in a trilogy about the war in
the Pacific.
Gamble is a disabled veteran and a longtime cancer survivor.
He has used a wheelchair most of his adult life. He travels
frequently to do research, conduct interviews, and sometimes
appear in front of cameras as part of documentaries, which have
been seen on the History Channel and PBS stations.
He served as a Navy flight officer from 1980 to 1988,
including deployments aboard the aircraft carrier Carl Vinson in
the Pacific and Indian oceans, and as an instructor in Pensacola.
He lives in Lynn Haven, near Panama City.

Now open!
Experience the world’s largest exhibition on the history, biology and evolution
of dogs! Through hands-on interactives and multimedia displays, discover
dogs’ connection with wolves and what makes them man’s best friend.
3215 Hull Rd., Gainesville, FL 32611 n I-75 Exit 384 n 352-846-2000 n www.flmnh.ufl.edu
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. n Sun. 1-5 p.m. n $7 adults, ($6 Fla. residents & seniors),
$4.50 ages 3-17, free to UF students and Florida Museum members.
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alive!

HUMANITIES

New board member
appointed by governor
Gov. Rick Scott has
appointed Sue Kim,
of Ormond Beach, to
the Florida Humanities
Council board. Kim, a
psychiatrist, is active in
local historical, civic, and
cultural organizations. Kim
worked at the Coatesville,
Pa., VA Medical Center
for 25 years before retiring
Sue Kim
to enter private practice.
She is a member of the Ormond Beach Historical
Society and the League of Women Voters, is a guild
member of the Daytona Beach Museum of Arts and
Sciences, and assists with the Daytona Blues Festival.

Bring a speaker to your town!

Want to serve on our Board?

We are expanding our Speakers Bureau program, which funds engaging
presentations in local communities across the state. We now offer our
partner organizations access to three programs per year. You can book one or
book a series. Browse our program roster at FloridaHumanities.org.

The Florida Humanities Council Board will elect new members
in September. If you are interested in serving, please send or
email a letter of interest and resume by August 1, 2014, to
Janine Farver, Executive Director, Florida Humanities Council,
599 Second Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701, or email:
jfarver@flahum.org.

Don’t forget deadlines for grant applications
We offer grants to fund public humanities projects in communities
around the state. Here are the upcoming deadlines:
•

Letters of intent to apply for major grants of up to $15,000 are due
at noon on July 1. The final application deadline is noon, Aug. 6.

•

Final application deadlines for community project grants of up to
$5,000 are noon on July 1 and noon, Oct. 1.

•

For new Museum on Main Street and PrimeTime partners, the
application deadline for next year’s programming is July 1.

Our grants help fund a wide array of public projects.
Here is just a sampling:
IN EIGHT CITIES around Florida last spring, our six-week
family-reading program, PrimeTime, served more than 400 people.
This program, which involves storytellers and discussions, helps
families bond over a love of reading. Studies show it also results in
increased library use and improved student academic achievement.
IN CEDAR KEY, the Levy County Historical Society is
hosting a three-day exhibit explaining how railroads and riverboats
contributed to the development of Florida.
To browse our grants programs and learn how to apply,
visit FloridaHumanities.org.

We thank our wonderful sponsors
Our Teaching Florida program deeply appreciates the generous
financial support received from partners this year. We thank
you—and Florida teachers thank you!
Our gratitude goes to The Mosaic Company, the Seminole Tribe
of Florida, HTR Foundation, the Bob Graham Center, the Lou
Frey Institute, the Florida Department of Agriculture, and the
Florida Cattlemen’s Foundation.
Their support made it possible for Teaching Florida to hold
professional development workshops for Florida teachers at
several locations around the state. This spring, educators learned
about Florida water quality, rivers, and seafood harvesting in
Apalachicola; the Spanish colonial period in St. Augustine;
Florida agriculture and the sugar industry in Clewiston; and
Florida’s fruit industry and culture in Orlando. This summer,
teachers will study civics in Tallahassee, the Civil War in
Fernandina Beach, civil rights history in St. Augustine, and the
history and culture of the Seminole Tribe in Clewiston.

Let’s stay in touch!
Update your contact information
on our website,

FloridaHumanities.org.
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Here are some highlights of the hundreds of free public events we
sponsor around the state. Dates and times are subject to change, and
new events are continually added. For complete, up-to-date listings,
go to Florida Humanities.org/calendar

BARTOW—JUNE 26

7 p.m., Polk County History
Center: Carlton Ward Jr.,
award-winning environmental
photojournalist, will speak about
the Florida Wildlife Corridor, and
sign his book, Florida Wildlife
Corridor Expedition.

JACKSONVILLE—JULY 8

Carlton Ward, left, and Joe Guthrie push-pole through shallow sawgrass.

5:30 p.m., Jacksonville Public Library:
Dr. Rosalyn Howard will speak about
the fascinating ties between African
Americans and Seminole Indians,
reaching back to Spanish colonial Florida.

A Special Offer for Florida Humanities Council members
For a limited time, all new and renewing members at the
$125 level and higher can choose to receive a great premium.
Images printed with permission of photographer Gary Bogdon and the University Press of Florida.

Field to Feast – Recipes Celebrating Florida Farmers, Chefs, and Artisans
Pam Brandon, Katie Farmand, and Heather McPherson
Hardcover, 312 pages
University Press of Florida, 2012
Just use the form and return envelope inside the magazine centerfold
to make your contribution today.
For more information visit www.floridahumanities.org/membership
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OUR MICRO-FICTION CHALLENGE:

Tell us a Florida story…in 250 words
And use this opening line: “They named the gator…”

Nearly 400 people tapped their inner Hemingways and entered stories in our first annual Florida Micro-Fiction Contest.

Here’s the winner:

THEY NAMED THE GATOR BIG MOUTH…
By Katina Billias

T

hey named the gator Big Mouth because three feet of
his body was toothy maw and his thunderous bellowing
made Spanish moss shiver even on sultry summer days
when there was nary a breeze. In his youth he had a penchant
for poodles, finding the nervy little barkers exciting and tasty
prey. Stalking mansion studded riverbanks usually rewarded him
with a well-groomed lunch. This is why he grew to eighteen feet,
making him too big for ponds and a prized catch to poachers.
Wildlife officers hounded him too, forcing him to seek deeper
darker waters in places less inhabited.
Crossing Alternate A1A one night just north of St. Augustine,
his tail was run over by a VW bug packed with stoned spring
breakers, leaving a painful dent in his leathery armor.
Clawing through dense underbrush fatigued him.
He decided to take a short nap.
THWACK! He started, fearing the worst. Instead, he saw an
alluring female lizard smacking his head with a snow white tail.
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An albino! She sashayed on, and mesmerized, he followed. Soon
they were at the St.John’s river. She channeled him that she was
named Lola, and that she was extremely tired of hiding. Big Mouth
concurred, his crush on her overwhelming. She told him of a place
where they could live peacefully forever, having fresh chicken
thrown to them every day in exchange for frightening tourists.
And so, together at dawn, they broke into Jacksonville’s zoo,
Big Mouth humming a tune—“Whatever Lola Wants “...
Katina Billias
is a folk and jazz singer, artist, and retired
massage therapist and caterer who grew
up in Florida and moved around the country,
from Greenwich Village to Big Sur, Calif.
She’s now enjoying the quiet of Dunnellon,
Fla., where she focuses on writing, learning
the craft with friends at monthly meetings of
the Rainbow Rivers Writers Club.

At our request, Tim Dorsey—popular author of rollicking
page-turners of the “bizarre Florida” genre—wrote this micro-fiction
piece using the same opening line.
Dorsey, a reporter and editor for 12 years with the Tampa Tribune,
left journalism in 1999 to write full time. He has published 17 novels,
most featuring character Serge Storms, a charismatic adventurer whose
psychological disorders help fuel his notions of vigilante justice.
Dorsey, who was born in Indiana and grew up in Riviera Beach, lives
with his family in Tampa. His most recent novel is Tiger Shrimp.
In 2009, his book Nuclear Jellyfish won a bronze medal in the
Florida Book Award popular fiction category.

Tim Dorsey

THEY NAMED THE GATOR KWIK STOP…
By Tim Dorsey

T

hey named the gator Kwik Stop. That would be me.
I’m famous now, but I don’t know it because I can’t
read newspapers. I’m from Florida. This place is so
freakin’ weird, although nothing surprises me anymore. My
new motto when stuff goes sideways: “Sure, why not?”
Didn’t used to be that way. Life started simple enough in
the Loxahatchee Slough, paddling around like a submarine,
sneaking up on yummy birds. The same thing day after day,
a routine but content existence. Then the people moved in.
One afternoon I was paddling again, but it was different.
They called it a swimming pool. Wildlife guys caught me,
and back in the swamp I went. Then I was sunning myself

and this round white thing bonked me on the head. They called
it a golf ball. The next morning I saw the strangest creature.
It looked yummy but got away. They called it a poodle. People
were mad. I had to split. Hey, not my fault. I’m staying in the
same place; it’s the people’s houses that keep moving closer.
Then I was snoozing and some fat guy in a trucker’s hat
grabbed me and took me to a convenience store to trade for
beer. That’s how I got my nickname in the papers. The clerk
told the man they only took money, so he sighed and grabbed
his wallet. Now I’m lying in a trailer in a cardboard box
watching COPS with some farting drunk dude. Sure, why not?

Micro-Fiction Finalists
The two other finalists, selected by our judges for the Micro-Fiction title,
were Bennett Welch and Andrea Krass. The first-place winner was selected
via public vote on our website, FloridaHumanities.org.
Our Micro-Fiction judges were:

Bennett Welch
a software engineer who recently moved to Niceville, Fla.
Originally from Macon, Ga., he graduated from Mercer
University with a degree in biomedical engineering. He writes as
a hobby. Predictably, his favorite genres are sci-fi and fantasy.
In his free time, he likes to play the electric guitar (particularly
blues), video games (particularly The Legend of Zelda), or tennis
(particularly poorly).

Maurice J. O’Sullivan, literature
professor at Rollins College

Andrea Krass

Richard McKee, literature
professor at the State College of
Florida at Sarasota.

a former tech marketing writer and publicist, who oversees
marketing efforts for the College Tennis Academy, College
Tennis Exposure Camps, and www.collegetennis.com. She
moved to Brandon in 1992 with her husband, former Harvard
tennis coach Ed Krass.
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Colette Bancroft, Books Editor,
Tampa Bay Times
Enid Shomer, recipient of the 2013
Florida Lifetime Achievement
Award for Writing
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TROPIC OF HOPES:
CALIFORNIA, FLORIDA,
AND THE SELLING OF
AMERICAN PARADISE, 1869-1929
By Henry Knight

I

n 1869, when the first transnational railroad was completed, easterners dismissed
remote and underpopulated southern California as part of the Great American
Desert and many northern Californians saw that region of the state as the “cow
counties” because of the vast cattle ranches that had covered the region since
the days of the Spanish empire. Mining had also left a legacy of lawlessness that
negatively influenced eastern perceptions of the state. As one migrant to San
Francisco wrote, the state was often “looked upon as a place lawless in the extreme,
without any security for life or property—without any civilized institutions...in fact,
it is believed to be a place as much to be shunned and avoided as the deserts of
Africa, and about as soon to be thought of with any view to settlement and a future
home.” That same year, Florida suffered also; northerners perceived it as a former
Confederate state that had just been readmitted to the Union. The peninsula was also
viewed as a swampy “wasteland.” As travel writer George Canning Hill wrote in I888,
“Of Florida the people of...the North really knew nothing until long after the close of
the war of the sections. To the most of us it was as a forbidden land,” associated “in
the common imagination” with the Everglades, the bloody Seminole wars, and “ever
moist lowlands...heavy with the poisons of malaria.” In 1869, California and Florida,
the southwestern and southeastern corners of the nation, appeared foreign, even
“forbidden” zones to northeasterners.
In the following decades, however, the two states underwent major transformations,
eventually becoming leading destinations for American tourists, settlers, and
investors. By the 1920s, southern California and south Florida were drawing many
thousands of visitors each year and were experiencing real estate booms. This book
explains how the selling of California and Florida as semitropical lands fostered
these transformations as national tropes about imperiled notions of American society,
identity, and republicanism were projected onto the two states.
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Henry Knight
Gold Medal, Florida Nonfiction

A lecturer in American Studies at
Northumbria University in Newcastle,
England, Henry Knight studied for a
year in San Diego,
Calif. There he
developed a keen
interest in how
the Golden State
was promoted
and developed
by its boosters,
particularly from
Knight
the completion of
the transnational railroad in 1869 up
to the 1929 Wall Street Crash. Later,
he became interested in the selling of
California and Florida as semitropical
states for settlers, tourists, and
investors.
Tropic of Hopes: California,
Florida, and the Selling of American
Paradise combines those interests.
Knight said it took him six
or seven years to write the book. It
shows the parallels between the
promotion of Florida and California
and analyzes the roles played by
railroad magnates, chambers of
commerce, authors, and journalists.

F L O R I D A

B O O K

A WA R D

W I N N E R S

•

F L O R I D A

N ONFICTION

E XCE R P T F ROM :

ZEPHANIAH KINGSLEY JR.
AND THE ATLANTIC WORLD
wikimedia

By Daniel L. Schafer

Daniel L. Schafer
Silver Medal, Florida Nonfiction

1866 engraving of slave traders marching captives to the African coast.

Z

ephaniah Kingsley Jr., 1765–1843, was born in England, was reared in
Charleston, South Carolina, and resided in New Brunswick in Canada after
his father’s exile at the end of the American Revolution. He became a
West Indies merchant, African slave trader, ship captain, plantation owner, slave
master, polygamist, father of mixed-race children, and, late in life, the founder of
a vast agricultural settlement in Haiti as a refuge for his free colored children and
wives. A controversial figure for his views on manumission and his unorthodox
marital arrangements, Kingsley is known today for his 1820s publication, A
Treatise on the Patriarchal System of Society, and for his plantation at Fort
George Island in Duval County, Florida. The plantation site is now a featured
attraction of the Timucuan Ecological and Historical Preserve, a National Park
Service site that is visited by thousands of tourists each year.
Anta Majigeen Ndiaye, the African woman Kingsley acknowledged as his wife
but never legally married, is also remembered in Florida. Anta was of Wolof
ethnicity born in 1793 in Jolof, in today’s Senegal. Her father was a member of
the ruling lineage of Jolof, which explains the persistent legend that Anta was an
“African Princess.” Her privileged status ended in her thirteenth year, when slave
raiders attacked her village and marched her in shackles to the coast of Senegal.
Sent to a holding pen on the Island of Goree, Anta was sold to a slave trader and
carried in the hold of a slave ship across the Atlantic Ocean to Havana, Cuba. In
September 1806, Zephaniah Kingsley Jr. purchased Anta there and transported
her to his plantation in Spanish East Florida. In Florida, Anta was generally known
as Anna Kingsley but also as Anna Madgigine or Anna Jai, commemorating the
American name of her mother, Majigeen, and the family name of her father,
Ndiaye. In March 1811, Anna was emancipated, along with three children
fathered by Kingsley. She was 18 years old at the time. Anna Kingsley became a
planter and a slave owner in her own right.

Daniel L. Schafer said he gave his research
notes to two different people hoping they’d
finish this book. But, seeing no takers, he
persevered and produced the first detailed
study of Zephaniah Kingsley, a controversial
individual who amassed a fortune in the
Atlantic slave trade yet emancipated many of
the slaves he owned.
“It juxtaposes morally repugnant beliefs
with occasional noble actions,” Schafer said at
this year’s Florida Book Award dinner.
Schafer also won the 2014 Charlton
Tebeau and Stetson Kennedy awards for the
Kingsley book. It was his second Tebeau
award, which is given yearly by the Florida
Historical Society for the best work on a
Florida history subject. The Stetson Kennedy
Award honors work that is about a Florida
history topic that also is supportive of human
rights, traditional cultures, or the natural
environment.
Schafer, a University
of North Florida history
professor emeritus, lives
in Jacksonville and is a
research associate at the
Historic St. Augustine
Research Institute at
Flagler College.
Schafer
Among his
numerous books and other works is a
website, “Florida History Online: A
Digital History Archive,” at www.unf.edu/
floridahistoryonline.

To listen to Daniel Schafer discuss the life of slave (and slave owner) Anna Kingsley, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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THE MAROONS OF PROSPECT BLUFF
By Nathaniel Millett

T

he Apalachicola River twists and turns lazily through the Florida Panhandle
as it makes its way toward the Gulf of Mexico. Along its banks in present
day Franklin County lies Prospect Bluff, situated 15 miles from the Gulf
and 40 miles south of Tallahassee in a remote area densely covered in sandy
flatwoods, with stands of 60-foot-high longleaf pines, black gum, pop ash, red
maple, myrtle-leaved holly, and various cypresses. It was to this corner of the
continent that Thomas Wentworth Higginson, the radical antislavery proponent
and leader of the First South Carolina Volunteers, the first federally authorized
black military unit during the Civil War, turned his gaze and wrote: “I used
seriously to ponder, during the darker periods of the war, whether I might not end
my days as an outlaw, a leader of Maroons.”
Higginson was forced to make this association, because in the second decade of
the 19th century a large and well organized maroon community (an independent
settlement of escaped slaves and/or their descendants) emerged at Prospect Bluff.
The inhabitants of the “Negro Fort,” as it came to be known in popular parlance,
were able to define a cutting-edge version of freedom that fought to reject fully
their prior enslavement because of the intersection of a triad of forces: exceptional
geopolitics, tradition, and exposure to an unusual set of ideas about radical
antislavery and the nature of the British Empire. These forces, when combined
with the former slaves’ own worldview and desire for freedom, would have
remarkable results. How these former slaves constructed their freedom, I argue,
sheds much light on slave consciousness and the extent to which slaves would
and could fight physically and intellectually to claim their freedom.

Image: Florida State Archives

In 1972 Prospect Bluff became a National Historic Landmark. In spite of the federal
government’s recognition of the historic importance of the maroon community,
the settlement of former slaves has been marginalized in and has largely receded
from both the scholarly and popular imagination for much of the last century. There
was a time, however, when Prospect Bluff was central to the master narrative of
American history.
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Nathaniel Millett
Bronze Medal, Florida Nonfiction

Maroons, or runaway slaves,
are a part of Florida history that is
sometimes neglected. Yet runaway
slaves helped mold
Florida during
such events as the
War of 1812, the
First Seminole War
in 1817–1818,
the American
annexation of the
Florida territory,
Millett
and the expansion
of the plantation system.
The Maroons of Prospect Bluff
argues that maroon communities are
an essential part of our understanding
of the histories of race in the
Southeast. It also suggests that the
study of a maroon community sheds
light on the broad topic of slavery.
Millett received his master’s
degree in history from Scotland’s
Edinburgh University and his
doctorate from Cambridge University
in England. He is currently an
associate professor of history at
St. Louis University, St. Louis, Mo.
His research specialties are African
Americans and Native Americans.
“My work is strongly
transnational and comparative in
perspective and utilizes anthropology
and archaeology,” Millett says in his
St. Louis University profile.

Florida in Poetry
Jane Anderson Jones and Maurice O’Sullivan, Editors

A collection of poems from some of the earliest
Europeans to encounter La Florida to contemporary
poets who write of the beauty and degradation of
the place. Includes Walt Whitman, Langston Hughes,
Elizabeth Bishop, Edmund Skellings, May Swenson,
Richard Wilbur, and Marjory Stoneman Douglas.

Dig your toes
in the sand and
devour a savory

$24.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-083-6

The Florida Reader
Maurice O’Sullivan and Jack C. Lane, Editors

slice of Florida.

Historical and literary introduction to our state’s rich
and diverse culture—from early Spanish myths and
Seminole and African-American folktales to the latest
descriptions of modern Miami.
“A vibrant biography of our complex and challenging
peninsula.” — Florida Historical Quarterly
$16.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-062-1

Tellable Cracker Tales
Annette J. Bruce

My Brother Michael

Meet a host of colorful characters in this rich collection
of tales drawn from Florida history and folklore.
Includes tips for telling.

Janis Owens

$14.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-100-0
$8.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-094-2

Gabriel Catts recounts his lifelong love for his
brother Michael’s wife, Myra, and attempts to
reconcile a family shattered by his betrayal.

More Tellable Cracker Tales

“Nothing short of stunning.” — Library Journal

Annette J. Bruce

$12.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-343-1

$14.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-253-3
$8.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-256-4

Seven Mile Bridge
Michael Biehl

Sandspun

Florida Keys dive shop owner Jonathan Bruckner
returns home to Wisconsin after his mother’s
death, searching for clues to his father’s death
years before. He is stunned by what he discovers
about his father’s life and comes to know his
parents in a way he never did as a child. Seven
Mile Bridge is a story about one man’s obsession
with the truth and how much can depend on
finding it.

Compiled by Annette J. Bruce and J. Stephen Brooks

A grab-bag of tales rich with homespun humor, charm,
and wisdom, told with flair by 24 of Florida’s best
storytellers.
$16.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-242-7
$9.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-243-4

$19.95 • Hardcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-451-3

Shakespeare Plays the Classroom
Stuart E. Omans and Maurice O’Sullivan, Editors

This guide for teachers and lovers of literature
and theater is an original collection of essays
exploring the idea that Shakespeare’s plays are best
approached playfully through performance.

Titles distributed by Ingram Publisher Services.
Many of our titles now available as e-books.
800-746-3275 • www.pineapplepress.com

“A gift, rich in pleasures and incredibly multifaceted.” —
John Andrews, president of the Shakespeare Guild
$24.95 • Softcover • ISBN 978-1-56164-277-9
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John Tkac

Brad Meltzer

Alex Kava

Gold Medal, Popular Fiction

Silver Medal, Popular Fiction

Bronze Medal, Popular Fiction

John Tkac’s
latest novel about
dolphins blends
such elements as
Calico Jack the
Caribbean pirate,
the Atlantic slave
trade, bits of
history about the Tkac
ancient animosity
between England and Ireland—
and of course, the mystery and
mysticism of dolphins.
The aquatic mammals are Tkac’s
lifelong passion, and Talking to Water
is his second prize-winning book
about them. The first, Whispers from
the Bay, won gold in the Florida Book
Awards’ Young Adult Literature
Category in 2008.
Both novels focus on telepathic
communication with dolphins—and
both appeal to all ages. Some readers
have compared Tkac’s work to Harry
Potter stories.
In Talking to Water, young Claire
Riley connects with a mystical pod of
dolphins that help her and her friends
survive after corsairs attack them.
“Could it be that dolphins have
true empathy toward humans? I think
they do,” the author has noted. Tkac
(pronounced “tack”) lives in Delray
Beach and continues to work on his
Dolphin Chronicles series.

Brad Meltzer is a versatile writer.
He has produced bestsellers in fiction,
nonfiction, advice, and children’s book
genres. He has even won an Eisner Award
for the best single issue of a comic book
in the Justice League of America series.
A repeat Florida Book Awards
medalist, Meltzer is most widely known
for his nine thrillers. The latest,
The Fifth Assassin,
follows a killer
in Washington,
D.C., who is
recreating the
crimes of the men
who murdered
Lincoln, Garfield,
McKinley, and
Kennedy. Former Meltzer
President George
H.W. Bush helped him with the
research, according to Meltzer’s website.
Meltzer received 24 rejections
before his first novel was published.
How did he handle the naysayers?
“I gave their e-mail addresses to my
mother. You don’t know pain until
you’ve met Teri Meltzer. Fear it,”
Meltzer said in an online Q&A.
A University of Michigan and
Columbia Law School graduate,
Meltzer is a lawyer, as is his wife Cori.
They live in Hollywood, Fla., with their
three children.

Alex Kava’s parents
thought reading
was frivolous unless
connected to school
work. This could have
been an obstacle for a
youngster who dreamed
of being a writer. But as
a teenager, the Nebraska Kava
native wrote stories on
calendars and hid them in shoe boxes under
her bed.
She later worked her way through the
College of St. Mary’s in Omaha, paying for
her education in English and art by sterilizing
medical equipment for surgeons and
pathologists. The magna cum laude graduate
worked in advertising, marketing, graphic
design, and public relations before becoming
a fulltime writer in 1996.
Her books have been published in
more than 20 countries. FBI agent Maggie
O’Dell, who copes with personal problems
and a dysfunctional family, is the hero in 11
psychological thrillers. In Stranded, O’Dell
chases an interstate rest-stop killer who has
murdered vulnerable people all over the
nation.
“Maggie kind of grinds on my nerves
sometimes,” Kava said in an interview with
Poisoned Pen Press and Bookstore. “But I
think worldwide what I get from people is
that they’ve really connected with Maggie.”
Kava divides her time between Pensacola
and Omaha.
		

To watch a video exploring the language of dolphins, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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Hardcover $24.95

Hardcover $26.95

Lake Apopka farmworkers
tell their story

One of the most dedicated
stewards of the earth

SUMMER’S
MUST-READ
BOOKS
The legends, the beaches,
the breaks, and the boards

Hardcover $29.95

Hardcover $24.95

A biography of the city from
Gilded Age to Tourist Age

A die-hard Northeasterner
meets the Sunshine State

Hardcover $21.95

Hardcover $39.95

The Gilded Age’s most
unlikely resort

Pilgrimage, paradise, fantasy,
and urbanism

Hardcover $31.95
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Rick Yancey
Gold Medal, Young Adult Literature

Manuel A. López
Gold Medal, Spanish Language

“It’s really a shock to me that after all
the hours I spent locked in my room, I finally
have a book and I have the courage to show
it to the world,” Manuel A. López said at this
year’s Florida Book Awards dinner.
Translated, the title of his winning
book means “poets don’t sin as much,” López
said. Much of the book’s theme deals with
embracing one’s inner world to cope with the
harsh and aggressive external world.
Born in Morón, Cuba, in 1969, López
came to the United States in 1980 as part
of the Mariel Boatlift. He also has written a
book of short stories
and is working on his
first book of poetry in
English.
A cultural
promoter in Miami,
López founded
Gallery Zu, an
alternative space for
López
artistic and literary
gatherings. A spinoff of the gallery is his
blog, “Project Zu,” which offers commentary,
poems, and a look at selected cultural events
around the nation.
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Rick Yancey wrote his first short story for a
seventh-grade English assignment. It was supposed
to be five pages long. Yancey wrote 25 pages and
received an “A,” an apparently good omen for a
budding writer.
But years passed before Yancey began making
his literary mark. He dabbled in acting, earned an
English degree, taught a few classes, and got a job
with the IRS. Sometimes he worked on the ranch
owned by his father, the late
Quillian Yancey, who served
as a state senator, state representative, and state’s attorney
in Polk County.
He left his IRS job in 2004 to write full time. His
first book, Confessions of a Tax Collector, won praise from
the Wall Street Journal. He has produced several books,
including The Final Descent, which is the fourth book of
his Monstrumologist series. The series features a 19th–
Yancey
century doctor and his young apprentice who chase—and
are chased by—monsters.
He admits his connection with young readers doesn’t necessarily cross over
to young writers. “When I help my son with his essays, his grades go down. I am
still struggling with this fact,” Yancey said in his blog.
He and his family live in Gainesville.

Mary Lois Sanders
SilverMedal, Young Adult Literature

Mary Lois Sanders always wanted to write
but says that when she entered Baylor University,
her most apparent talent was singing. So she
chose to major in music, earning three degrees
in that discipline. She taught the subject for 40
years. When she retired, she returned to writing.
“My family and friends think I’m too busy
to be a ‘retired person’ and
they are correct. A writer
never retires, she only chooses
when to work and when to
play,” Sanders says.
The Vision Seeker is Sanders’s fourth novel for
young adult or middle-school readers. All are historical
and feature young heroes. Vision Seeker depicts the
transformation of a young Native American woman,
Sanders
Running Girl. She is plagued with visions that she must
interpret to ensure the survival of her people.
Sanders, who has also published six short stories, is working on a trilogy
about the Revolutionary War. She and her husband live in The Villages, where
they play golf and nurture five orange trees.

C O U N C I L

The Florida Historical Society (FHS) has been supporting archaeology in the state
for more than a century, and today we are more active than ever. The FHS was the
first state-wide organization dedicated to the preservation of Florida history and
prehistory, as stated in our 1905 constitution. We were the first state-wide
organization to preserve Native American artifacts such as stone pipes, arrowheads,
and pottery, and the first to actively promote and publish archaeological research
dating back to the early 1900s. Florida archaeology enthusiast Clarence B. Moore
became a Member of the FHS in 1907, and contributed his written works to our Library of Florida
History. We were instrumental in the creation of the position of State Archaeologist and the
establishment of the Florida Anthropological Society (FAS) in the 1940s, and served as host of the Florida
Public Archaeology Network (FPAN) East Central Region from 2010 through 2013. Under the direction of
the FHS, the East Central Region was one of FPAN's most successful. Today, the FHS continues our proud
tradition of supporting archaeology in the state with the Florida Historical Society Archaeological
Institute (FHSAI).

The Florida Historical
Society Archaeological
Institute (FHSAI) is
dedicated to educating
the public about Florida
archaeology through
research, publication,
educational outreach,
and the promotion of
complimentary work by
other organizations.
CONTACT: DR. RACHEL WENTZ , DIRECTOR

Publication of books and
articles through FHS Press
Frequent public presentations at venues throughout
the state
Promotion of archaeology
on the weekly public radio
program “Florida Frontiers”
Find out more at

www.fhsai.org
321.690.1971 x 222

rachel.wentz@myfloridahistory.org

FHS I. Archaeology. History. Education.
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Nancy J. Cavanaugh

Dianne Ochiltree

Marianne Berkes

Gold Medal, Children’s Literature

Silver Medal, Children’s Literature

Bronze Medal, Children’s Literature

Nancy Cavanaugh had been trying
to get a book published for 20 years.
In fact, she says on
her website that her
dream of becoming
a children’s author
began in 1944, the
year she was born.
Her persistence has
paid off with the
publication of This Cavanaugh
Journal Belongs to
Ratchet, her debut novel.
“To have something like this
[happen] was like finding the pot
of gold at the end of the rainbow,”
Cavanaugh said at the Florida Book
Awards dinner, held this year on March
17—St. Patrick’s Day. “It was fitting for
this lucky little Irish girl.” She says it is
simply her love for writing that has kept
her at the craft for so long.
The story of Ratchet—so
nicknamed because she is handy with
tools—is one of preteen angst. The
11-year-old hero is determined to make
a friend, save a park, and find her own
definition of normal. She tells her story
through writing assignments in her
homeschool language arts journal.
Cavanaugh lives with her husband
and daughter in Palm Harbor.

Just like the little girl in her story,
Dianne Ochiltree had a personal
relationship with fireflies when she was
a youngster.
“It was so special on certain nights.
My father would invite me out. Instead
of reading a bedtime book, he would say,
‘Let’s go catch fireflies,’” Ochiltree said
on a radio talk show in New York. “They
made summer nights magical.” She said
fireflies are disappearing and she hopes
the book will bring attention to them.
It’s a Firefly Night mixes Ochiltree’s
interests in poetry, mathematics, and
nature. It’s meant to spark an interest in
numbers and counting for children ages
3-6. But as Kirkus Reviews pointed out,
the story also contains “an affecting dose
of daddy-daughter
warmth.”
Ochiltree won
a Bronze Medal
for Children’s
Literature in last
year’s Florida Book
Awards. Betsy
Snyder illustrated
Ochiltree
this year’s silver
medalist entry.
Ochiltree and her husband divide
their time between Sarasota and
Pennsylvania.

Marianne Berkes’s books are inspired
by a love of nature, as her titles make
clear. They often are “over” somewhere:
the forest, the Arctic, Australia, and the
jungle, for example.
Over in a River describes life—in
rhyme—for manatees, herons, salmon,
otters, snakes, and
several other creatures.
Of course, they live over
in a river.
Berkes, who lives
in Hobe Sound, has
spent much of her life
as a teacher, children’s
theater director, and
Berkes
children’s librarian.
She is listed in “Who’s Who in American
Education” and “Who’s Who in America.”
“I write about things that interest
me,” Berkes says. “And I love to do the
research. For example, I have always been
fascinated with frogs, and when I moved
to Florida, I couldn’t believe the variety
of sounds that came from the pond in the
back of our home. I recorded them. Then,
of course, I needed to find out which frog
was making which sound. That required a
lot of research.”
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Museum and Shop hours:

Monday–Friday 9:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Third Thursday 5:00 p.m.–8:00 p.m.
Saturday
10:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
Sunday & Holidays Noon–4:30 p.m.

For more info, call

share, learn,

&

experience

850.245.6400
850.245.6396
open 7 days a week / free parking

Experience a unique
selection of regional art,
best Florida books,
State Seal gifts and
Ar
ti s
bin Rodge
t Ro
rs

jewelry, souvenirs,
flags, Florida ties,
and more!

Get Hooked on Florida Fishing
Florida has been a destination for the sport fishing culture
since before Florida’s statehood. From the late 19th century to
the present, it has been a recreation for some and a way of life
for others. Bringing people from all over to experience fishing
adventures on and around the breathtaking Florida waters.
The Lure of Florida Fishing collection, now on temporary
exhibit in the Museum of Florida History, shows a beautiful
display of the state’s vast sport fishing history. In conjunction
with the Museum’s exhibition, Florida’s History Shop offers an
array of pieces for sale, from goytaku artwork, to books written
and illustrated by experienced fishermen, to many other
Florida fishing gifts!

Lure of Florida Fishing Exhibit Open from
March 14 - August 26, 2014
For a complete list of events and programs, please visit
www.museumoffloridahistory.com
Museum of Florida History

R. A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street • Tallahassee, Florida

33rd Annual Quilt Show
“Starry, Starry Night”
September 12- October 19

Florida’s History Shop
3 locations or shop online
www.floridashistoryshop.com
850.245.6396
Every purchase supports the Museum of Florida History’s programs.

JOIN THE
FRIENDS OF THE MUSEUMS OF FLORIDA HISTORY
AND SAVE 10% ALL YEAR
LONG!
F L O R I D A H U M A N I T I E S . O R G
F L O R I D A H U M A N I T I E S C O U N C I L
F O R U M
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A Writing Life
By Ned Stuckey-French

Photos courtesy of Janet Burroway

T

HANK
ninth edition, breaks the process
GOODNESS
of writing fiction down into its
Janet Burroway
parts—setting, plot, point of
hasn’t found
view, characterization, and so
time to retire.
on. But it is also an anthology
This woman of letters—writer
that includes stories by classic
of novels, short stories, essays,
writers such as Eudora Welty,
plays, and children’s books—
William Carlos Williams, and
continues to delve into new
Flannery O’Connor as well as
genres and art forms. This
emerging contemporary writers.
year, as she receives the Florida
Writing Fiction hit the market
Lifetime Achievement Award
just as colleges and universities
for Writing, she is seeing her
were beginning to set up creative
name on five books being
writing programs. Burroway and
published. Readers around the
her book were instrumental in the
world will be able to continue
dramatic growth of a nationwide
reading work by this incredibly
organization, the Associated
prolific woman who formally
Writers and Writing Programs,
“retired” a dozen years ago—
which now supports more than
after 30 years as a revered
500 such programs and almost
professor in Florida State
50,000 writers across the country.
University’s Creative
Several years ago, the writer Mark
Writing Program.
Winegardner calculated that
Among her latest
Writing Fiction had been used
books is her first memoir,
by enough students to fill FSU’s
Losing Tim. In it, she bravely
Doak Campbell Stadium (capacity
explores the life of her son
82,300) three times.
Tim Eysselinck, a husband,
“Until I came to Tallahassee,”
father, American soldier, and
Burroway says, “teaching
mine-removal contractor
presented itself to me as a job,
who served in Iraq, returned
not a métier.” At FSU, she
Janet Burroway: Recipient of the 2014 Florida Lifetime Achievement Award
for Writing.
depressed and disillusioned,
not only helped found the
and committed suicide in 2004 at the age of 40. In
Creative Writing Program, she also was at the center of
addition, although she’s written several plays in the
Tallahassee’s vibrant writing community. She organized
past, she only recently began writing for musical theater
writers’ groups, read countless student manuscripts, taught
and has completed the book and lyrics for a musical
workshops, and gave public readings of her work.
adaptation of Barry Unsworth’s novel Morality Play.
And she hosted popular parties with her husband Peter
Though Burroway has worked in many genres, she is best
Ruppert, a scholar of film and utopian studies. Both were
known for her creative writing textbook, Writing Fiction:
known as avid players of games (Burroway the one to beat at
A Guide to Narrative Craft. This book, which has become a
Scrabble, Ruppert the ace at Trivial Pursuit). Their holiday
classic in the field, grew out of her work as a creative writing
parties were legend—with everyone bringing a red Christmas
professor at FSU, where she began teaching in 1972. At that
present for the Red Party, epic Pictionary games, favors for
time, there were no textbooks for her to use in a fictionthe kids, and bets on basketball games. For years Burroway
writing workshop. She developed her own course materials,
and Ruppert were part of a dinner club with rotating themes:
which became the basis for the first edition of Writing
Italian, West Indian, French, Brazilian, and once, “white
Fiction, published in 1982. This popular classic, now in its
trash”—tuna casserole with potato chips on top, a Jello salad

To listen to Janet Burroway discuss her writing, go to Digital FORUM at FloridaHumanities.org.
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From
made with 7-Up, and, after
dinner, a banjo-led sing-along on
the back deck.
A look at Burroway’s life
shows where her commitment
to writing, community,
teaching, and theater began.
Her father was an inventor and
a homebuilder, and her mother
was an elocution teacher and
devout Methodist who coached
Janet to deliver the pieces at
the Friday church socials. Janet
writes wonderfully and candidly
about her parents in Embalming Mom, her collection
of essays, in which she reveals how those Friday-night
performances introduced her to both stage fright and
applause. The applause won out, leading to a lifelong
love of theater.
Burroway’s beloved older brother Stanley, who
wrote for school newspapers from the time he was a
child and went on to journalism school at Stanford
University, helped plant the idea of a writing career in

Bridge of Sand

Karst is the name given to the limestone substrata of Florida.
The porous carbonate is furrowed and pitted, pocked and
cracked. Like a sponge it swells with the underground rivers
it lets pass. Like a honeycomb it retains its form partly thanks
to the liquid in its walls. The fullness of water upholds the
fragile marrow of sand and clay on which people build,
into which they dig their foundations, pipes, pumps, drains,
ditches, sewers, and reservoirs…Here and there the mantle
gives. A weekend gardener might buy a fifty pound bag of
potting soil to fill a depression in her backyard and find that
she needs another a few days later. A suburban father might
undertake to bury the family dog and find the gravesides
caving underfoot. The process makes for hummocky
topography, annoyance, and occasional catastrophe.
—Janet Burroway
her head. In high school, Burroway began writing poems
and creating sets for “The Taming of the Shrew.” She also
won the Knights of Pythias Oratorical Contest for the state
of Arizona before enrolling at the University of Arizona.
She spent only her freshman year at UA (pledging a
sorority and landing the lead in a play) before an essay she
wrote about racism (“Color Blind”) won her a coveted

Burroway with her sons Tim (left) and Alex Eysselinck in Westmeston Village, Sussex, England, about 1970.
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From The Perfect Pig
guest editorship
in New York City
with Mademoiselle
magazine. This
famous program
brought 20 young
Burroway’s sons Alex (left) and Tim,
women to New
about 1969.
York each summer,
housed them at the Barbizon Hotel, and introduced them
to the magazine business. Sylvia Plath had been there the
year before; Joan Didion was in Burroway’s group. While
she was there, Burroway landed (and aced) an admissions
interview at Barnard College. A scholarship enabled her to
transfer from UA.
As she put it later, “my three years at Barnard were a
watershed.” At Barnard, she took writing workshops with
teachers as different as George Plimpton and W.H. Auden,
landed part-time jobs at the Poetry Center at the 92nd
Street Y and The New Yorker, wrote and produced a play,
and placed a poem in The Atlantic.
Next, she won a Marshall Scholarship that enabled
her to study in England at Cambridge University.
There she read ferociously under the tutelage of
the renowned critic David Daiches; continued to
act and sew costumes; contributed to the noted
literary magazine Granta; rubbed elbows with

Hungry for more?
We have more!

Go to our Digital FORUM at
FloridaHumanities.org to see videos,
listen to interviews, hear music,
read more, and link to much more.
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I walked on not making the slightest commotion
When Octopus tossed himself out of the ocean.
“Your problem, O Pig, is your poor locomotion.
Your trouble is legs, I regret to relate,
For you only wear four where you ought to have eight.”
I was doing quite well, though I don’t like to brag,
As the leggiest pig in the land—when the Stag
Pointed out, “Well, that’s all very well on the bottom.
As far as a fine set of trotters, you’ve got ’em.
But on top you’re as bare as the day you were born!
And nobody’s perfect who hasn’t a horn.”
—Janet Burroway

notables such as Sylvia Plath, Ted Hughes, Dudley Moore, Ian
McKellan, and Margaret Drabble; and published her first novel,
Descend Again, and collection of poems, But to the Season.
At Cambridge she also met Belgian playwright and director
Walter Eysselinck. In 1961, the couple married in New Haven, Conn.,
where Janet was RCA-NBC Fellow and earned a master’s degree
at the Yale School of Drama. She and Eysselinck both taught at the
State University of New York at Binghamton before his immigration
troubles sent them back to Europe.

From Losing Tim:
What does it mean, “to heal?” What does it mean,
“You don’t get over it, you get used to it?”…
We tend in America to look for change in epiphanic
moments. We want the instant diet, the meteoric
success, the Ravishing, an Aha! of healing. But
moving on is not a sprint, and not really a triumph
of the human spirit. It is the doggedness of the
world at your doorstep, doggedly knocking. One day
you find you have read two consecutive paragraphs.
One day you find you are angry not at the universe
but at the local bank…One day a memory comes
back shorn of grief, bearing only sweetness.
—Janet Burroway
Burroway’s son Tim on the Banzai Pipeline, Hawaii, in 1990.

In Belgium, Janet wrote furiously in order to complete her
second novel, The Dancer from the Dance, before their son Tim
was born. Feeling motherhood closing around her, she hurried to
finish another novel, Eyes, before Tim began walking.
While she was beginning to gain a wider audience for her
writing, she was also feeling increasingly unhappy in her marriage.
She, Walter, and Tim had moved to Sussex, England, where she
gave birth to a second son, Alex; wrote a political novel, The
Buzzards, and two children’s books; taught (intermittently)
at the School of English and American Studies, University of
Sussex; and sewed costumes for Walter’s theater. Members of his
company were dying of alcoholism, leukemia, heart attacks, and
suicide, and it was a dark time. She and Walter divorced in 1973,
and she moved back to the United States, a single mother of two
who was about to begin a new life in Tallahassee.

Burroway and her husband Peter Ruppert in Tallahassee, 2011.
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Burroway and Ruppert arrived in Tallahassee on the
same day in 1972 and met each other at a Ph.D. defense
a few months later (where, according to Burroway,
they “immediately disagreed about Brecht”). Over the
next 18 years they socialized in the same group. Each
had a failed marriage, which, in her case, provided
some grist for her fifth and sixth novels, Raw Silk and
Opening Nights. In 1991, they began seeing each other,
vacationing together, and, with the publication of her
next novel, Cutting Stone, went on a book tour together.
They married in 1993
In 2005, two years after Burroway retired, her son
Tim killed himself. Two years later, Ruppert’s daughter
Anne was killed in an automobile accident. Friends
circled around, the stages of grief moved through the
house, and changes needed to be made.
Burroway and Ruppert moved north, where they
now split time between their house in Lake Geneva,
Wis., near his family, and an apartment near the Art
Institute in Chicago. But their Florida ties have not been
broken: the couple returns each winter to get together
with friends at a beach house on the Gulf.
Mainly, it has been the work that has helped
Burroway heal. In 2009, she published her eighth novel,
Bridge of Sand, and this year has the new flurry of titles
appearing. Just as she wrote her way out of Arizona
to New York and Europe, then back to Tallahassee
and through the hard time of single parenting, so has
Burroway continued to write through good times and
bad and, in so doing, keep retirement at bay. Hers is truly
a writing life.
NED STUCKEY-FRENCH, who teaches writing in the
FSU English Department, has known Burroway for 15 years.
He and his wife Elizabeth Stuckey-French, also a writer and
teacher at FSU, have collaborated with Burroway on the last
three editions of her renowned textbook Writing Fiction: A
Guide to Narrative Craft.
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CELEBR ATING OUR GROW ING SUPPORT
FHC thanks the following members and donors for their generous support given between November 2013 and April 2014.
CORPORATE & FOUNDATION DONORS
$10,000-$20,000
Mosaic Fertilizer, LLC
$5,000
Florida Department of Agriculture
& Consumer Services
MEMBERSHIPS & INDIVIDUAL DONORS
$1,000+
Lester and Wendy Abberger
John Belohlavek
Doyle Carlton
Michael Cavendish
Ann Henderson
Andrew and Ruth Maass
Frank Rief
Steve Seibert
Sam and Robbie Vickers
$500-$800
Cici and Hyatt Brown
J. Michael and Annie Francis
Joseph Harbaugh
Lee Hinkle
William and Hazel Hough
Kerry Kirschner
Allen and Delores Lastinger
Osvaldo Monzon and Mauricio Botero
Michael Pender Jr.
Nancy Poulson
Ellen Vinson
Helen and Peter Wallace

Timothy Holley
Vada Horner
Norman Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Daniel and Kathleen Jones
Oscar and Nancy Juarez
Sandra Kellaher, Esq.
Harry Kersey
Seung Kim
Jeff Klinkenberg and Susan King
Linda and Stanley Kranc
Gary Libby
Blucher Lines
Susan Lockwood
Robert Macomber
Dennis Maloney
Elizabeth Mann
Alfred May
Douglas Mills
Chuck Morgan
Lilla and Anson Moye
Steven and Beverly Noll
Randy and Isabel Norton
Mallory O’Connor
Judith Overcash
Patsy Palmer and Talbot D’Alemberte
Donna Parker
Peter and Yvonne Pav
Benjamin Payne
Elisabeth Phelps
Margo Pope
Dana Preu
Mercedes and Manny Quiroga
Barry and Donna Robbins
Sarah See
Sensenig Law Firm, P.A.
Richard Shortlidge
Rebecca Slack
Fred and Jayne Standley
Stovall Chiropractic Clinic
C. Gordon Swaggerty
Robert Taylor
Pierre and Shirley Thompson
Dianne Tiano
Richard and Lynn Tombrink
W. Champ Tunno
Ernst and Gene Upmeyer
Carlton and Ann Ward
Sandra Watson
Kathleen Zwibelman

Miami Design Preservation League
Museum of Florida History
Joyce Newman
Matina Nimphie
Oviedo Historical Society
Charles and Karen Parker
Paz Bookbiz, Inc.
Pinellas County Historical Society
June Poucher
Jack Ratterman
Barry and Jimmi Reichard
Claudia Rowe
Robert Safransky
Carol Schmidt
Debra Self
Seminole State College
Kathleen Slebodnik
Elise Sloan
SouthShore Regional Library
Patricia Southward
St Thomas University
Carolyn Steele
Nancy Stone
Penny Taylor
Marjorie Tick and Robert Gaines
University of South Florida—
Humanities Institute
W. T. Bland Public Library
Howard Wade
Wakulla County Public Library
Warm Mineral Springs/Little Salt Spring
Winter Haven Public Library
WSLR, Inc.

$50
George Adams
Joseph Adams
Patricia Alchediak
Mark and Rita Allen
Jennifer Anderson
Karen Armel and Pierce Lehmbeck
Charles Baird
Andrew and Marion Barnes
Sharon Beal
George and Elizabeth Bedell
Brad Biglow
Fran Bingnear
Bonnie and Paul Blatt
Murray and Alice Blueglass
Bunnye Bomar
Gregory and Simoni Bonadies
Gary Borse
$55-$85
Jane Bradford
Lisa Alexander
Martha Bradshaw
Arts & Humanities Council of Charlotte
Melissa Brady
County
Jan and Robin Brown
Angela Baisley
Teri Brozak
Uzi Baram
Robert and Elena Bussey
William Bosworth
Marlene Carlin
Broward Main Library
Lloyd and Louise Chapin
Broward Public Library Foundation
Joan Chase
Madge Cain
Chipola College Library
Chicone Groves, LLP
Mary Ann Clark
Circle of Friends of the Gulfport Library, Inc.
William Clark
J.L. Cortright and Gordon Arbeitman
Jan and Philip Colcord
David DeBatto
Susan Collopy
Antoinette D’Oronzio
Kristin and David Congdon
Brenda Dudley
Susan Cooper
East Hillsborough Historical Society
George Cotton
Florida Center for the Book
David Courtwright and Shelby Miller
Friends of the Dunnellon Public Library
Jean Crowther
Friends of the Elsie Quirk Library
Jon Darrah
Friends of the Ocala Public Library
Gary Davis
Kathy Futch
Walter and Roberta Deemer
Amy Haile
Maryanne Dees
Sally Harris
Doris Denison
Joyce and Dwight Hopkins
David and Ilene Denton
Jill Kramer
Olive Detering
Katherine Magoutas
Alexander Dickison
Manatee County Historical Commission
Sharon Doerr
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society
Noble and Almena Doss
Rebecca Mazzarella
Elizabeth Douglas
Scott McKean
Lula Dovi
David Meeks
Walter and Iris Edwards
Melrose Library Association
Deni Elliott

$200-$400
Ray and Kathy Arsenault
Rachel and Wil Blechman
Robert and Dixie Bowden
Joan Carver
Cee Bee’s Citrus
Jack Davis
April Denny
Daniel Denton
Mary Anne Hodel
Lani and Sonny Holtzman
Darryl Paulson
Charles and Lydia Pierce
Jean Powers Soman
Ron Raymond
Mary and Hugh Richardson
James and Gloria Rinaman
Beverly Shields
Teresa Short
Cyrus and Joanne Spurlino
Starmark
J. Thomas and Lee Touchton
$100-$150
Jane Bailey
Herman Baine
Roy Baither
Ed and Hope Barton
Shelby Bender
Jean Bennett
Richard and Joyce Bizot
James Bockover
Don and Joanne Chase
Susan and Bob Churuti
Adrian Cline
Joseph Cockrell
Edward and Lora Kate Curley
Patricia Dalton
Dean DeBolt
Robert Donly
Deborah Drewes
Jo Ann Engelhardt
Robert Flick
Friends of the Deltona Library
Stephen and Aida Fry
Mary Gordon
William Graham
Jill Harrod
Andrew Hines

Gerald Eubanks
Katherine Ewel
Michael Fague
Jay Faulkner
Mary Fears
Ann Ferran
Abraham and Shirley Fischler
Flagler College
Florida Living History Inc.
Florida Sunshine Properties
Delores Foutz
Janey and Harlan Franklin
Susan Galvin
Roger and Shirley Gamble
Edwin Geers
Francisco Gonzalez
Thomas Gordon
Tiffany Gower
Joe Guidry
James and Barbara Haag
Thomas Hackim
Gwynne Hackworth
Cary and Patsy Hardee
George Harper
Steven Harris
Robert Hart
W. Christopher Hart
Linda Hauanio
Gordon Hawkins and Deborah Lunt
Lee Hayden and
Eleanor Fails-Hayden
Hitchens & Hitchens, P.A.
Carol Hoffman
Terry Hoft
Jean and Jack Holbrook
Ira Holmes
Patricia and Ted Holmes
Karlee Holzheimer
Susan Hoover
Gregory Horst
Mrs. John D. Hucabee
Keith and Marshi Huneycutt
Roy Hunt
Richard Huss
Ruth Jacobs
Richard Janaro
Edgar and Fatima Johnson
Jess Johnson
Lois Jones
Jack Keefe
Marshall Kelley
Dabney Kline
Mary Lou Klockenkemper
Frederick Koppler
Maryann Kruse
Jack Lane
Wendy Lapidus
Richard Lassiter
Joanna Leathers
Jane Lee
Page and Jim Lee
Debbie Lelekis
Martha Lenderman
Robert Levy
Irene Linn
Susan Lochrie
Nancy Loeper
Shirley Lucas
Hank Mattson
Kevin McCarthy
Marianne McEuen
James and Elaine McSweeney
Peter Meinke
Mary Meyers
Joyce Miles
Mary Moore Lenholt
Vicki Nelson
Mike Newton
Karin Nordlander
William Olewiler
Shirley Onofrey
Panhandle Pioneer Settlement
Howard and Carolyn Pardue
Chris Parker

Pasco-Hernando State College Library
Marta and Thomas Pauly
Cash and Gwynn Pealer
Susan Peters
Plant City Photo Archives and History Center
Marsha Pohl
David Pooley
Charlotte Porter
Judith Prier
Quest Ecology
Catherine and Emiliano Quindiagan
Cynthia Reardon
Michael Reed
Dennis and Linda Reiland
Marya Repko
Nancy Richards
Robin Rowan
Bradley and Casy Sargent
Harry Sawyer
Kathryn Schirmacher
James Schnur
Christine Scoone
John and Lynn Scott
Regina Scott
Carla Sherwin
Betty Shinn
Ruth Shugart
Patricia Sigmon
Scott Sittler
Karen Slaska
Alice Smith
Kathleen and David Smith
Glenda Spann
Diann Spencer
Spikowski Planning Associates
Elsie Spoeneman
Janie Stancyk
Millard Stanley
David Stansfield
W. Richard Stark
Tom and Robin Stiles
Robert Stone
Tale Tellers of Saint Augustine
Tampa Bay Arts & Education Network
Tampa City Council
Bill Tharpe
Doris Tomala
Rebecca Tripi
Hugh Tulloch
Frank and Elizabeth Usina
Melanie Waite
Sara and William Wallace
Bonnie Welch
Elinor Welson
Dianne Wheatley
William White
Connie Williford
Arnester Winans
Sandy and Suzanne Wismer
Paul and Dorothy Wittenberg
Teresa Wood
O.H. Wright
Janet Young
Mary Zabin
Thomas and Sena Zane
Charlotte Zubler

FHC would also like to recognize the
contributions of our numerous donors who
gave $49 or less, as well as the generous
in-kind support of friends of FHC.
We have attempted to ensure the accuracy
of this report, which includes all gifts of
$50 or more. If we have misrepresented
or omitted a contribution, please contact
our office at (727)873-2003 or via email at
bbahr@flahum.org.

A special thanks to our Board members for their generous contributions and in-kind support.
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JOI N US T H I S FA L L A N D N E X T SPR I NG

Gathering

We’re

to explore
history
and culture

OCTOBER 10-12, 2014

We’ll explore this charming
downtown historic district,
learn about the sophisticated
Calusa Indian civilization
on nearby Pine Island, tour
the winter estates of Thomas
Edison and Henry Ford, and
hear stories about the sportsfishing world circa 1900.

CLEWISTON

FEBRUARY 2015

Photo: Carlton Ward Jr/CarltonWard.com

FORT MYERS

wikimedia

wikimedia

Art by Merald Clark, courtesy of the
Florida Museum of Natural History

in four distinctive
Florida communities
From this city on the banks
of Lake Okeechobee, we’ll
explore sugar country
and learn about Florida
agriculture, go to a Seminole
Reservation, visit a cattle
ranch, and more.

W W W. F L O R I DA H U M A N I T I E S . O R G

EVERGLADES CITY
NOVEMBER 7-9, 2014

Learn about Florida’s Last
Frontier as we delve into its
unique ecosystem and intriguing
political and social past, hear
from members of the Seminole
and Miccosukee Tribes, visit the
gallery of renowned photographer
Clyde Butcher, and much more.

ST. AUGUSTINE
APRIL 2015

Steep yourself in the history of
America’s “Ancient City” as it
celebrates its 450th anniversary.
We’ll tour some of our oldest
houses and churches, hear about life
in the Spanish colonial village, see
archaeological digs, and delight in
the grandeur of Gilded Age hotels.

